ioo	THE BYZANTINE CHURCH
the first in date of these subtle attempts to sacrifice Chalcedon
to the Anti-Chalcedonians without rejecting expresses verbis
the orthodox, but scandalous. Council. The Henotlkon
repeated the official creeds, except that of Chalcedon, and
added: 'If anyone has taught otherwise, whether at Chalcedon
or elsewhere, let him be anathema!' But a silence which
failed to satisfy the Egyptians appeared to the Romans a
heretical pusillanimity; it caused a complete breach between
Constantinople and the Pope (484-518). This first schism,
known as the schism of Acacius from the name of the then
Patriarch of Constantinople, is a sign of the times: Byzan-
tium, since the whole West is now taken captive by the
barbarians, prefers communion with Alexandria to union
with Rome.
Anastasius, the successor of Zeno, is a pure Monophysite,
although at times he may disguise his extreme views, since
the capital and the Balkans remain orthodox. One day the
general Vitalian presented himself before the gates of
Byzantium at the head of an army of Huns: he came as the
soldier of the Pope. Everywhere the two confessions
identified themselves with the political and social parties
which took as their emblems the colours of the 'factions' of
the circus: the Greens represented, as a rule, the lower classes
which were Monophysite, the Blues the orthodox bourgeoisie.
The latter triumphed with the Emperor Justin, a Latin of
Balkan origin as was Vitalian. Justin re-established union
with Rome and persecuted the Monophysites; his nephew
Justinian was, like his uncle, in principle a Blue and orthodox,
but vacillated now to one side, now to the other, under the
pressure of circumstances and still more under the influence
of his wife Theodora, a convinced Monophysite, who
united prudence with an unwavering purpose.
After the reconquest of Italy from the heretic Goths it was
essential for Justinian to pose as the champion of the orthodox
faith and the ally of the Pope; he thus, in concert with Pope
Agapetus, put an end to the Monophysite reaction of the
Patriarch Anthimus. But Theodora would not surrender
the hope of converting to her faith the Pope himself and the
whole of the regained West, and Justinian devoted ten
years of his life to this work—to 'the seduction of the

